
was thus praying in St. Mary Major’s, the first night of his arrival in 
Rome, he "saw the Sovereign and Eternal Priest Christ Jesus" enter  
to say Mass.  SS. Laurence and Vincent assisted as deacon and  
sub-deacon.  Saints innumerable filled the church, and angels sang in 
the choir.  After the Gospel, an angel was sent by Our Lady to give Henry 
the book to kiss.  Touching him lightly on the thigh, as the angel did to  
Jacob, he said, "Accept this sign of God’s love for your chastity and  
justice;" and from that time the emperor always was lame.  Like holy 
David, Henry employed the fruits of his conquests in the service of the 
temple.  The forests and mines of the empire, the best that his treasury 
could produce, were consecrated to the sanctuary.  Stately cathedrals, 
noble monasteries, churches innumerable, enlightened and sanctified 
the once heathen lands.  In 1022 Henry lay on his bed of death.  He gave 
back to her parents his wife, St. Cunegunda, "a virgin still, as a virgin he 
had received her from Christ," and surrendered his own pure soul to 
God. 
 
Patron:  Basel, Switzerland; Benedictine Oblates; childless people;  
disabled people; dukes; handicapped people; kings; people rejected by 
religious orders; physically challenged people; sterility. 
 
Symbols:  Sword and church; lily; crown; dove on an orb; model of  
Bamburg cathedral. 
 
St. Henry was a Christian emperor who acted justly.  It is all too  
obvious today what a danger it is to have leaders who do not value  
the God-given dignity and rights of each human person.  Offer a Mass, 
make a holy hour or say a rosary for your elected officials. 
                                    **(excerpted from:  www.catholic-saints.info) 
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Saint Henry 
 

 *Henry II, successively Duke of Bavaria, King of Germany and  
Emperor, devoted himself to the spread of religion by rebuilding 
churches and founding monasteries.  Until the end of his life he  
displayed the virtues of a great saint.  Together with his wife,  
St. Cunegunda, he founded the bishopric of Bamberg and, at his death 
in 1024, was buried in the cathedral there; his holy wife was laid by his 
side fifteen years later.  According to the 1962 Missal of Bl. John XXIII 
the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite, St. Henry’s feast is  
celebrated on July 15. 
 
 Henry, surnamed the Pious, Duke of Bavaria, became  
successively King of Germany and Emperor of the Romans; but not 
satisfied with a mere temporal principality, he strove to gain an  
immortal crown, by paying zealous service to the eternal King.  As  
emperor, he devoted himself earnestly to spreading religion, and  
rebuilt with great magnificence the churches which had been  
destroyed by the infidels, endowing them generously both with money 
and lands.  He built monasteries and other pious establishments, and 
increased the income of others; the bishopric of Bamberg, which he 
had founded out of his family possessions, he made tributary to St.  
Peter and the Roman Pontiff.  When Benedict VIII, who had crowned 
him emperor, was obliged to seek safety in flight, Henry received him 
and restored him to his see. 
 
 Once when he was suffering from a severe illness in the  
monastery of Monte Cassino, St. Benedict cured him by a wonderful 
miracle.  He endowed the Roman Church with a most copious grant, 
undertook in her defense a war against the Greeks, and gained  
possession of Apulia, which they had held for some time.  It was his 
custom to undertake nothing without prayer, and at times he saw the 
angel of the Lord, or the holy martyrs, his patrons, fighting for him at 
the head of his army.  Aided thus by the divine protection, he  
overcame barbarous nations more by prayer than by arms.  Hungary 
was still pagan; but Henry having given his sister in marriage to its King  
Stephen, the latter was baptized, and thus the whole nation was  

brought to the faith of Christ.  He set the rare example of  
preserving virginity in the married state, and at his death  
restored his wife, St. Cunigund, a virgin to her family. 
 
 He arranged everything relating to the glory or  
advantage of his empire with the greatest prudence, and left 
scattered throughout Gaul, Italy, and Germany, traces of his 
munificence towards religion.  The sweet odor of his heroic 
virtue spread far and wide, till he was more celebrated for his 
holiness than for his imperial dignity.  At length his life’s work 
was accomplished, and he was called by our Lord to the  
rewards of the heavenly kingdom, in the year of salvation 
1024.  His body was buried in the church of the blessed  
apostles Peter and Paul at Bambert.  God wished to glorify His 
servant, and many miracles were worked at his tomb.  These 
being afterwards proved and certified, Eugenius III inscribed 
his name upon the catalogue of the saints. 
  *(excerpted from: The Liturgical Year, Abbot Gueranger O.S.B.) 
 
 

Other Facts and Information about Saint Henry 
  

 ** Henry, Duke of Bavaria, saw in a vision his guardian, 
St. Wolfgang, pointing to the words "after six."  This moved 
him to prepare for death, and for six years he continued to 
watch and pray, when, at the end of the sixth year, he found 
the warning verified in his election as emperor.  Thus trained 
in the fear of God, he ascended the throne with but one 
thought -  to reign for His greater glory.  The pagan Slavs were 
then despoiling the empire.  Henry attacked them with a small 
force; but angels and Saints were seen leading his troops, and 
the heathen fled  in despair.  Poland and Bohemia, Moravia 
and Burgundy, were in turn annexed to his kingdom, Pannonia 
and Hungary won for the Church.  With the Faith secured in 
Germany, Henry passed into Italy, drove out the Antipope 
Gregory, brought Benedict VIII, back to Rome, and was 
crowned in St. Peter’s by that Pontiff, in 1014.  It was Henry’s 
custom, on arriving in any town, to spend his first night in 
watching in some church dedicated to our Blessed Lady.  As he 


