
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

                                     Padre Pio giving a blessing 
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Photo of Father Alberto D’Apolito & Padre Pio in 1957. 
 

Let us always strive more and more to love the Lord. This great 
truth of loving God must not seem hard to us; on the contrary, 
we must consider ourselves honored, because the Lord God  
didn’t limit himself to creating us and telling us to love him, but 
he made a commandment of it . . . He commands us to do so, 
and the commandment is full of love. It is he who instills it into 
our hearts. It is he who gives us the means to be able to love 
him. But that which is more surprising, he has also promised us 
the prize. It isn’t something that is temporary, passing, or  
limited. It is as eternal as he is eternal; it is as immense as he is 
immense; it is as lasting as he is lasting. And God lasts forever, 
for all eternity. 
                                 – St. Pio of Pietrelcina 
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On August 22, 1922, Alberto D’Apolito entered the Capuchin 
novitiate in Morcone, Italy and began the long years of study 
and formation for the priesthood. On one occasion during a 
few days of vacation time, he received permission to visit  
Padre Pio in San Giovanni Rotondo. 
 
One day, during his visit, Alberto noticed Padre Pio staring 
out the window at a mountain in the distance. Alberto  
greeted Padre Pio, but he did not seem to hear him. He  
appeared to be deep in thought. When Alberto approached 
him, Padre Pio was not even aware of his presence. Alberto 
tried to kiss Padre Pio’s hand but he noticed that it was  
completely rigid. He heard Padre Pio say, “Ego te absolvo a 
peccatis tuis.” Padre Pio was pronouncing the Latin words of 
absolution, just as he did when he was hearing someone’s 
confession. 
 
Alberto ran to get the superior of the monastery, Father  
Tommaso. Father Tommaso rushed to the window where  
Padre Pio was standing. Padre Pio was still in the process of 
repeating the Latin formula of absolution when Father  
Tommaso approached him. Suddenly, Padre Pio shook  
himself, as though he was waking up from a deep sleep. He 
looked at Alberto and Father Tommaso and greeted them.  

“Oh, I was not aware that you were standing here  
beside me. I was looking out the window at the 
mountains,” Padre Pio said. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A short time later, a telegram arrived for Father  
Tommaso from the city of Turin. It was from the  
relative of a man who had just passed away. The  
relative sent the telegram in order to thank Father 
Tommaso for allowing Padre Pio to leave the  
monastery and assist the dying man. It confirmed to 
Father Tommaso and Alberto what they had already 
suspected. Padre Pio had gone in bilocation to hear 
the man’s confession and to assist him in his last  
moments. 


