
Altogether, it took six years before Dorothy’s book was made available to the public. 
During the very difficult time of trying to find a publisher, she remembered Padre Pio’s 
words. She waited in patience and never lost hope. Her interesting and well  
researched book, Prophet of the People became very popular. Many people told  
Dorothy that the book proved to be a great help to them in their spiritual journey. At 
home in the United States, Dorothy did much to spread the message of Padre Pio. She 
gave talks on his life and spirituality at churches, on university campuses, and even at 
prisons and detention facilities. Everyone was interested in what Dorothy had to say. 
After Padre Pio’s death, Dorothy became one of the promoters of his cause for  
canonization. She circulated a petition and collected signatures, requesting that the 
formal proceedings begin. She asked a number of bishops if they would be willing to 
sign the petition and many of them agreed to do so. Other bishops said that they could 
not sign the petition because they did not know anything about Padre Pio. Dorothy 
then sent a gift copy of her book to 300 bishops. She also wrote fifty letters and sent 
them to bishops in each of the fifty states in the United States. Included with an  
offering was a written request that the bishop say a Mass for her special intention. Her 
special intention was that Padre Pio’s cause for canonization would proceed smoothly 
and successfully. 
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During the Holy Year of 1950, Dorothy Gaudiose and her two sisters, Helena and  
Carmelita were making preparations to travel to Rome. When Dorothy read an  
interesting article about Padre Pio in the newspaper, she decided to add San Giovanni 
Rotondo to the itinerary. 
 
When the sisters arrived in San Giovanni Rotondo, they saw many pilgrims both  
inside and outside the church. At that time, the wait to go to confession to Padre Pio 
was ten days. Dorothy told one of the Capuchins at the monastery that she and her 
sisters were hoping that they could have a word with Padre Pio. The Capuchin told 
her that Padre Pio would soon be passing from the corridor of the church into the  
monastery. They could wait for him there but they would need a ticket in order to do 
so. With their tickets in hand, Dorothy and her sisters waited in the corridor where a 
large crowd of women and children had already assembled. When Padre Pio  
appeared, the women became very excited. Many of them tried to press toward  
Padre Pio and to touch him. Padre Pio was patient and humble and did not show any  
annoyance. 
 
When Padre Pio saw Dorothy and her two sisters standing with the others, he smiled 
and spoke to them briefly. He asked them where they were from and he was happy 
to learn that they were Americans. Dorothy immediately felt the strength of his  
character as well as his deep piety. Then he surprised Dorothy and her sisters by  
making a humorous remark. All of the other women who were in hearing distance 
began to laugh. 
 
Dorothy and Helena began to visit San Giovanni Rotondo every summer. Since they 
were both teachers who had extended summer vacations, it worked out well. In 
1961, Dorothy and Helena took a sabbatical from their teaching positions and spent 
one full year in San Giovanni Rotondo. They were able to attend Mass each day and 
also felt blessed to be able to make their confession to Padre Pio. Once, Helena  
confessed that she had missed Mass on Sunday. To her great surprise, Padre Pio told 
her that she had already confessed that sin. It was true. While in Rome, she had gone 
to confession and mentioned it at that time. 
 
During that year, Dorothy and Helena became good friends with Mary Pyle. They 
helped Mary sort the tremendous amount of mail that came into the monastery. It 
was usually an all day project. Mary shared many incidents from Padre Pio’s life with 
Dorothy and Helena. She told them that on occasion, when the doctors at the Home 
for the Relief of Suffering had a difficult surgery to perform, they would first go to the 
monastery to see Padre Pio and ask him to bless their hands. 

Dorothy and Helena were both fluent in Italian as well as English. When 
Mary Pyle was occupied with other matters, she often sent them to her 
place to assist as Padre Pio’s language translators. When the English  
speaking pilgrims were visiting with Padre Pio, Dorothy and Helena would 
translate for them. 
 
Dorothy felt the graces of being in such close contact with Padre Pio. She 
told him that she was considering a permanent move to San Giovanni  
Rotondo. “No,” he answered. “That would not be a good idea. You will do 
many good works in the United States. You must return.” 
 
One day Helena asked Padre Pio if there was any other way that she could 
help him in his important apostolate. “Yes, there is,” he answered. “Try to 
do something for the Home for the Relief of Suffering, even if you have to 
make sacrifices in order to do so.” Helena thought about his words and 
finally decided what she wanted to do. She told Padre Pio that she owned a 
home in the U.S. which she had decided to put up for sale. Once the house 
sold, she wanted to donate the money to the hospital. She was a widow 
and she had no children. She was also secure financially. Padre Pio asked 
her three times if there was anyone in her immediate family, like a brother 
or a sister, who might need her property. Helena assured him that none of 
her relatives needed it. Finally, he said that he would accept her gift and he 
expressed his gratitude to her for her generosity. He also predicted  
accurately the price that her house would sell for. 
 
Dorothy too wanted to do something more to help Padre Pio. Unlike her 
sister, Dorothy did not have any property that she could donate. She  
wondered what she could do to help. The thought occurred to her that she 
might be able to write a biography of Padre Pio’s life. She worked as an 
English teacher in a public school and through the years, she had taken 
many courses in creative writing. She knew that she had the ability to 
write. 
 
Dorothy spoke to Padre Pio about her idea. She told him that when the 
book was completed, she wanted to donate half of all the royalties to the 
Home for the Relief of Suffering. Dorothy was certain that she would  
encounter many difficulties along the way. She believed that finding a  
publisher might be the greatest challenge of all. She asked Padre Pio to 
guide her and to help her find a publisher. Padre Pio replied with a single 
word, “Spera” (Have hope). 


