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Padre Pio and How He Stopped
Allied Forces From Bombing His
Monastery During WWII

In the midst of World War I, Italy was invaded by Nazi
Germany and Allied forces made many attempts to liberate
the country. According to various accounts, intelligence
reported a cache of German munitions near San Giovanni
Rotondo, the town in which stood the monastery of St. Padre
Pio.

However, at the beginning of the war Padre Pio reassured the
people that no bomb would touch their small city. True to his
word, Padre Pio reportedly went out of his way to make this
happen.

According to author Frank Rega in his book Padre Pio and
America, “none of the Allied planes sent to bomb the San
Giovanni Rotondo area were able to complete their missions
successfully. There were often mysterious malfunctions,
causing the bombs to drop harmlessly in the fields, or
mechanical failures which caused the planes to veer off
course.”

Most remarkable of all were the stories of a “flying monk.”

An American pilot was just about to bomb the city
when, “Suddenly, the pilot saw in front of his plane
the image of a monk in the sky, gesturing with his
arms and hands for the plane to turn back. The
shocked pilot did just that, and jettisoned his bombs
elsewhere. When he returned to the base and told his
story, his commanding officer decided it was best to
put this pilot in a hospital under observation for
mission-fatigue.”

The pilot couldn’t get the image from his mind and
after the war he made inquiries to find this monk. He
eventually made the journey to San Giovanni Rotondo
and recognized the “flying monk” as St. Padre Pio.



