interview , saw that Jesus was not guilty (John 18: 38, Matthew 27: 18). Fearing
the crowd, however, he allowed the crucifixion of an innocent man. Pilate did not .
even pronounce Him guilty; he merely turned Him over to the soldiers. Th e Tr| a I

What a mockery of justice this trial was! All this illegality, in addition to His an d

crucifixion, Jesus willingly suffered to pay the penalty of our sins in our place.
*(excerpted from: www.biblestudy.org)

Secret Tortures of Jesus

**The Fifteen Secret Tortures and Sufferings of Jesus

Approved by His Holiness Clement XII (1730-1740)

1. They fastened My feet with a rope and dragged Me over the stepping stones of
the staircase, down into a filthy, nauseating cellar.

2. They took of My clothing and stung My body with iron joints.

3. They attached a rope around My body and pulled Me on the ground from end to
end.

4. They hanged Me on a wooden piece with a slip knot until | slipped out and fell
down. Overwhelmed by this torture, | wept bloody tears.

5. They tied Me to a post and pierced My body with various arms.

6. They struck Me with stones and burnt Me with blazing embers and torches.

7. They pierced me with awls; sharp spears tore my skin, flesh and arteries out of My
body.

8. They tied Me to a post and made Me stand barefoot on an incandescent metal
sheet.

9. They crowned Me with an iron crown and wrapped My eyes with the dirtiest
possible rags.

10. They made Me sit on a chair covered with sharp pointed nails, causing deep
wounds in My body.

11. They poured on My wounds liquid lead and resin and, after this torture, they
pressed Me on the nailed chair so that the nails went deeper and deeper into My
flesh.

12. For shame and affliction, they drove needles into the holes of My uprooted beard.
They tied my hands behind my back and led Me walking out of prison with strikes
and blows.

13. They threw Me upon a cross and attached me so tightly that | could hardly
breathe.

14. They threw at My head as | lay on the earth, and they stepped on Me, hurting My
breast. Then, taking a thorn from My crown, they drove it into My tongue. .

15. They poured into My mouth the most immodest excretions, as they uttered the ... What is Truth?
most infamous expressions about me.

Pilate did not even pronounce Him guilty;

These secret tortures were revealed to St. Mary Magdalen of Sancta Clara Order,

Franciscan, who lived, died and was beatified in Rome.
**(excerpted from: www.askacatholic.com)

he merely turned Him over to the soldiers.
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Trial and Tortures of Jesus

*The trial of Jesus Christ was without legal precedent. He was

convicted and executed even though Pilate (the local Roman authority)
found Him innocent! Let’s review the twelve outstanding reasons why
the arrest, trial and conviction of Jesus was illegal.

VI.

There was no legal basis for Jesus’ arrest because no one had
presented a formal charge of any crime; He simply was taken.
Moreover, those who went with Judas to have Jesus arrested
included the priests and elders-His judges (Luke 22:52)-among
whom were the ones who bribed Judas!

Jesus was subjected to a secret preliminary examination at night
(John 18: 12-14, 19-23). Jewish law permitted only daylight
proceedings.

The indictment against Jesus was illegal because the judges
themselves brought up the charge without any prior testimony by
witnesses. The Jewish court (the Sanhedrin) by law was not
allowed to originate charges.

. The court illegally proceeded to hold its trial of Jesus before sunrise

so no one would be available to testify on His behalf.

The trial began on a day before an annual Sabbath (John 18: 28),
even though Jewish law did not permit the trial of a capital offense
to begin on a Friday or the day before an annual Sabbath. Jesus was
arrested and tried on the 14th of Abib, the day before the first
annual Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Jesus’ trial was concluded in one day. Jewish law says: "If a sentence
of death is to be pronounced, it [a criminal case] cannot be
concluded before the following day" (Mishna, "Sanhedrin" IV, 1.).
this was to allow sufficient opportunity for any witnesses in support
of the accused to present themselves. Jesus’ trial was conducted in
private and completed in less than nine hours.

VII.

VIII.

XI.

XIl.

Two false witnesses charged Jesus with saying He would
destroy the temple made with hands (Mark 14: 58); yet He
was condemned by the court on another false charge— that
of blasphemy. He was condemned on His own testimony
(Luke 22: 67-71). But according to Jewish law, a person
could not be condemned on his own testimony.

The merits of Jesus’ defense were not considered. Despite
Deuteronomy 13: 14, the high priest did not "inquire, and
make search, and ask diligently" to see whether Jesus’
statement was blasphemous. The law in the Misha says:
"The judges shall weigh the matter in the sincerity of their
conscience" ("Sanhedrin" IV, 5). Instead the court
pronounced sentence instantly and unanimously.

Those who would have voted against condemnation were
not at Jesus’ trial. Joseph of Arimathaea was a member of
the court, yet he was not there (Luke 23: 50-51). Jesus’
opponents had made sure that only those who hated Him
would be there.

The sentence was pronounced in a place forbidden by law.
The trial took place at the high priest’s house (Luke 22: 54).
According to the law, a death sentence could be
pronounced only in the court’s appointed place.

Most of the judges were legally disqualified to try Jesus.
Some had bought their way into office, according to
Josephus. Also, since they were enemies of Jesus, Jewish
law required that they disqualify themselves so He could be
tried by impartial judges.

The court illegally switched the charges from blasphemy to
treason before Pilate. Jesus’ opponents wanted Him killed,
but they did not want to do it themselves. So they charged
Him with treason (Luke 23: 2)-a Roman crime-so the
Romans would be responsible for His death. No evidence
was presented (John 18: 29-30). Pilate, after a brief



