yourself, and in that sense you become what you eat. Just as Jesus took the
bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it, when we receive the Eucharist we are to
allow ourselves to be taken by Jesus, blessed, broken and given in love for
others. In that sense the words of Paul in our second reading tonight become
true, "For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
death of the Lord until He comes" (1 Cor 11:26).

Thanks be to God for the gift of the Priesthood

and thanks be to God for the Eucharist!
This homily was delivered in a parish in Maryland.

+++

Criticism of Priests
Our Lord’s Revelations to Mutter Vogel

"One should NEVER attack a priest, even when he’s in error. Rather, one should pray
and do penance that I'll grant him My grace again. He alone fully represents Me, even
when he doesn’t live after My example!" (page 29, Mutter Vogel’s Worldwide Love,
St. Grigion Publishing House, Altoting, South Germany, June 29,1929).

"When a priest falls, we should extend him a helping hand THROUGH
PRAYER AND NOT THROUGH ATTACKS! | Myself will be his Judge, NO ONE
BUT I ! Whoever voices judgment over a priest has voiced it over Me;
child, never let a priest be attacked; take up his defense." (Feast of
Christ the King, 1937) "Child, never judge your confessor; rather, pray
much for him and offer every Thursday, through the hands of My
blessed Mother, Holy Communion (for him)" (June 6, 1939) "Never
again accept an out-of-the-way word about a priest, and speak no
unkind word (about them) EVEN IF IT WERE TRUE! Every priest is My
Vicar and My Heart will be sickened and insulted because of it! If you
hear a judgment (against a priest) pray a Hail Mary." (June 28, 1939)

"If you see a priest who celebrates the Holy Mass
© unworthily, then say nothing about him; rather, tell it to Me
 alone! Istand beside Him on the altar! Oh pray much for
*‘*; my priests; that they’ll love purity above all; that they’ll
| celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass with pure hands
§ and heart. Certainly, the Holy Sacrifice is one and the same
even when it’s celebrated by an unworthy priest, but the
4 grace called down upon the people is not the same!" (Feb.

28,1938)
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Thanks be to God for the gift of the Priesthood!

The Priesthood was born during The Last Supper!




JESUS SHARES HIS PRIESTHOOD

WITH THE APOSTLES DURING THE LAST SUPPER
by Fr. Tommy Lane

Thanks be to God for the gift of the Priesthood! As we celebrate the Mass
of the Lord’s Supper we give thanks to God for the Priesthood and the Eucharist.
The Priesthood was born during the Last Supper, as Pope John Paul Il reminded us
(Letter to Priests for Holy Thursday 2004). There were many priests in the Old
Covenant but there is one Priest, Christ, in the New Covenant and He has extended
His priestly ministry to His ordained priests. While some find it difficult to talk of
Jesus as Priest, Scripture is very clear that Jesus is the Priest of the New Covenant.
A priest is someone who offers sacrifice. There were many animals sacrificed in the
Old Covenant by the Jewish priests, but there is one sacrifice offered in the New
Covenant, the sacrifice of Jesus in His priestly offering of Himself on the cross.
Scripture talks of Christ’s death as a sacrifice, because He is the Priest of the New
Covenant; "Christ loved us and handed Himself over for us as a sacrificial offering
to God" (Eph 5:2) "you were ransomed...with the precious blood of Christ as of a
spotless unblemished lamb." (1 Pet 1:18-10) During Mass that one sacrifice of
Jesus as the Priest of the New Covenant is extended to us through time and made
present to us. There is not a new sacrifice of Jesus on the cross during every Mass;
it is the same one sacrificial offering of Jesus as Priest on Calvary but extended
through time - as in a time warp in a movie - and made present to us now.

We have just listened to an excerpt of the account of the Last Supper in
John’s Gospel. It described Jesus washing the feet of His apostles (John 13:1-15).
That is only part of John’s account of the Last Supper; John’s account concludes
with Jesus’ Priestly Prayer in John 17. During that prayer to the Father, Jesus prays
for the apostles, "Consecrate them in the truth." (John 17:17) Jesus is praying that
they be interiorly changed by the truth, that they become like Jesus who is the
way, the truth and the life (John 14:6). Jesus is praying that they become
sanctified, transformed by the truth. It really carries the connotation that they are
being ordained by Christ as His priests.

The name of God, Yahweh, was so holy for the Jews that they could not
even pronounce it when reading the Scriptures. Instead they said "Adonai." But
the high priest could pronounce the divine name Yahweh once a year during the
Jewish feast Yom Kippur. Jesus, during His prayer for the apostles at the end of the
Last Supper in John, prays, "Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have
given me, so that they may be one just as we are. When | was with them |
protected them in your name that you gave me..." (John 17:10-11) There is now
some newness in the relationship between the apostles and the name of God. In
the Old Covenant the high priest could pronounce Yahweh’s name once yearly and
now in the New Covenant priesthood there is innovation in the relationship
between the apostles and the name of God.

Part of the ordination rite of priests in the Old Covenant
involved washing. (Ex 29-4; Lev 8:6). During the Last Supper, during
which the priesthood was born and Jesus consecrated His apostles as
the priests of the New Covenant, He washed their feet. While Jesus
performs this action to teach His apostles to serve rather than be
served (John 13:13-15), could we not say that it also resembles and
calls to mind the washing that preceded the rite of ordination of priests
of the Old Covenant? Jesus said to Peter, "What | am doing, you do not
understand now, but you will understand later" (John 13:7) and |
wonder if later they saw the foot washing in a new sense calling to
mind the washing that was part of the rite of ordination of the Old
Covenant. | think we can say that John’s account of the Last Supper
contains many hints that Jesus ordained the apostles as priests during
the Last Supper (consecration in truth, a new relationship with the
name of God, washing. On Easter Sunday evening Jesus concludes

giving His apostles the priesthood). (Some of the ideas in the three paragraphs
above are taken from The priesthood of Christ and his ministers by André Feuillet).

Thanks be to God for the gift of the Priesthood! The priests of
the New Covenant continue the mission of Jesus the Priest. Please
pray for more vocations to the priesthood and support vocations to the
priesthood. If a family and parish is one that shows its love for and
support for priests can we not expect priests to arise from that family
and parish?

Jesus gives us priests, so that we may have the Eucharist.
Jesus does not want our celebration of the Eucharist to be cut off and
separated or divorced from the rest of our lives. Our celebration of the
Eucharist is to affect our entire lives. What kind of an effect is it to
have on our lives? Jesus washing his disciples’ feet in the context of
the Last Supper surely teaches us that the Eucharist is linked with
service. Our celebration of the Eucharist should lead us to love all our
brothers and sisters in a sacrificial way. Our celebration of the
Eucharist sends us out from here to love and serve the Lord in others.
Our meeting with the Lord here continues as we love and serve the
Lord in others after out celebration here. That is also why it is during
the Last Supper that Jesus gave His new love commandment, "I give
you a new commandment: love one another. As | have loved you, so
you also should love one another." (John 13:34). St. Augustine, writing
about the Eucharist, said that if we receive Holy Communion worthily
we are what we receive (Sermon 227) i.e. Christ was sacrificed that you
might receive Him in the Eucharist and in like manner, Augustine was
saying, when you receive Christ in the Eucharist you too are to sacrifice



