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Padre Pio and Teseo Isani

Teseo Isani was a military officer who was stationed in Verona, Italy
during World War II. During that time, a friend confided to Teseo that
for many days he had been hiding an American soldier in his home. He
was aware of the danger of the situation. If he was caught by the
Gestapo, it would be his death sentence. He asked Teseo if he would
be willing to take the American soldier and he agreed to do so.

For a temporary solution, Teseo hid the American in his truck under a
large load of wood. Unfortunately, soon after Teseo did so, the
Gestapo became suspicious. Teseo’s truck was searched and the
American was found. Teseo was immediately arrested and placed in
custody. He was condemned to death for his crime of harboring an
enemy.

In the detention facility, Teseo waited for his execution day. There was
nothing he could do to save himself. One day, Teseo suddenly heard a
very distinct voice which said to him with great insistence, “Escape!
Escape!” Teseo did not know where the voice had come from. He was
not sure of the meaning of the message either. He did not have the
means to escape. He knew that if he tried to walk out of the detention
facility, he would be instantly shot. There were armed guards stationed
at every check point who were not afraid to use their weapons at a
moment’s notice. However, Teseo reasoned to himself that he was
going die anyway. “What does it matter if | die today or tomorrow?”
he said to himself.

Teseo opened the door of his cell and looked down the hall. Armed
guards were standing at various posts all along the corridor. He
decided to take the plunge. He stepped out into the corridor and
started walking and to his utter amazement, the guards did not seem
to notice him. Suddenly, one of the guards became aware of Teseo and

reached for his gun. He pointed it at Teseo and pulled the
trigger but it failed to go off. Teseo then broke into a run and
managed to flee unharmed.

The Nazis posted Teseo’s picture throughout the city of
Verona. A large sum of 100,000 lire was offered to anyone who
could find the fugitive. But Teseo was safe. He had already
made his way into Switzerland.

Three years later, Teseo listened with great interest as
someone told him about a holy priest named Padre Pio who
lived in the southern part of Italy. He decided to make a trip to
Padre Pio’s monastery in hopes of meeting him. At the
monastery of Our Lady of Grace, Teseo was able to make his
confession to Padre Pio.

That evening when he returned to his hotel, he had a very
unusual experience. As soon as he opened the door to his
room, he heard a voice which said to him, “Escape! Escape!”
It was the very same voice he had heard during the second
World War. Since he had just spoken to Padre Pio for the first
time, he now recognized the voice as belonging to Padre Pio.
He made his way immediately back to the monastery. When
Teseo stood in the presence of Padre Pio once again, he was
overcome with emotion and burst into tears. Padre Pio
understood. Referring all of the credit to God, Padre Pio said
simply, “Let us thank the Lord.”



