
Gianna Francesca Beretta was born in Magenta in Italy. She was the tenth of thirteen children 
in her family, only nine of whom survived to adulthood. When she was three, her family 
moved to Bergamo, and she grew up in the Lombardy region of Italy. 
 
In 1942, Gianna began her study of medicine in Milan. Outside of her schooling, she was active 
in Azione Cattolica. She received a medical diploma in 1949, and opened an office in Mesero, 
near her hometown of Magenta, where she specialized in pediatrics. 
 
Gianna hoped to join her brother, a missionary priest in Brazil, where she intended to offer 
her medical expertise in gynecology to poor women. However, her chronic ill health made this 
impractical, and she continued her practice in Italy. 
 
In December 1954, Gianna met Pietro Molla, an engineer who worked in her office, ten years 
older than she. They were officially engaged the following April, and they married in  
September 1955. The couple had Pierluigi, born in 1956, Maria Zita, in 1957 and Laura, was 
born in 1959. Gianna suffered two miscarriages after this. 
 
In 1961, Gianna was once again expecting. During the second month, Gianna developed a 
fibroma on her uterus. After examination, the doctors gave her three choices: an abortion, 
which would save her life and allow her to continue to have children; a complete  
hysterectomy, which would preserve her life, but take the unborn child's life, and prevent 
further pregnancy; or removal of only the fibroma, with the potential of further  
complications. Roman Catholic teaching would have allowed her to obtain a hysterectomy, 
but would forbid an abortion. Wanting to preserve her child's life, she opted for the removal 
of the fibroma. After the operation, complications continued throughout her pregnancy.  
Gianna was quite clear about her wishes, expressing to her family, "This time it will be a  
difficult delivery, and they may have to save one or the other -- I want them to save my baby." 
 
On April 21, 1962, Good Friday of that year, Gianna went to the hospital, where her fourth 
child, Gianna Emanuela, was successfully delivered via Caesarean section. However, Gianna 
continued to have severe pain, and died of septic peritonitis 7 days after the birth. 
 
Gianna was beatified by Pope John Paul II on April 24, 1994, and officially canonized as a saint 
on May 16, 2004. Gianna's husband Pietro and their last child, Gianna, were present at the 
canonization ceremony. The miracle recognized by the Roman Catholic Church to canonize 
Gianna Molla involved a mother, Elizabeth Comparini, who was 16 weeks pregnant in 2003 
and sustained a tear in her placenta that drained her womb of all amniotic fluid. Because a 
normal term of pregnancy is 40 weeks, Comparini was told by her doctors the baby's chance 
of survival was "nil." 
 
Through praying to Gianna Molla and asking for her intercession, Comparini delivered by 
Caesarean a healthy baby despite the lack of amniotic fluid for the remainder of her  
pregnancy. 
 
In his homily at her canonization Mass, Pope John Paul II called Gianna "a simple, but more 
than ever, significant messenger of divine love." 
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Novena 
The word Novena derives it name from the Latin word “novem”  

meaning “nine.”  A novena can be either a private or public devotion in 
the Catholic Church to obtain special graces. 

 

NOVENA TO OBTAIN GRACES 
THROUGH SAINT GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA. 

 
God, our Father, you have granted to your church the gift of Gianna 
Beretta Molla. In her youth she lovingly sought you and drew other 
young people to you, by involving them, through her apostolic  
witness and Catholic example, to soothe the sufferings of men.    
Treasuring her example, may we become generous Christians, at the 
service of our brothers and sisters, especially those with whom you 
deign to share your Cross. 

 
Say the Glory be... 

 
God, Sanctifying Spirit, who loves the Church as your Bride, you 
poured into the heart of Saint Gianna a share of your Love so that she 
could radiate it in her family, and thus cooperate with you in the 
wonderful plan of creation, and give life to new children who could 
not know and love you. 
 
We thank you for this model wife and, through her encouraging  
witness, we beg you to grant to our families the serene and Christian 
presence of mothers committed to transform them into cenacles of 
faith and love, rich with generous activity and who soothes the  
sufferings of men. Treasuring her example may we become generous 
Christians at the service of our brothers and sisters, especially those 
with whom you deign to share your Cross. 

 

Say the Glory be... 

(Repeat) God, Sanctifying Spirit, who loves the Church as 
your Bride, you poured into the heart of Saint Gianna a share 
of your Love so that she could radiate it in her family, and 
thus cooperate with you in the wonderful plan of creation, 
and give life to new children who could not know and love 
you. 

 
We thank you for this model wife and, through her  
encouraging witness, we beg you to grant to our families the 
serene and Christian presence of mothers committed to 
transform them into cenacles of faith and love, rich with  
generous activity and sanctifying service. 
 

Say the Glory be... 
 

O God, Creator and lover of mankind, you were close to Saint 
Gianna when, affected by illness, she was in the painful  
dilemma of choosing between her own life and the life of the 
child whom she was carrying in herself, a gift long-awaited.  
Trusting you alone, and aware of your Commandment to  
respect human life, Gianna found the courage to do her duty 
as a mother and to say “yes” to the new life of her baby,  
generously sacrificing her own. Through the intercession of 
Mary, Mother of Jesus, and after the example of Gianna,  
inspire all mothers to welcome with love the sparkle of new 
life. Grant us the grace we are praying for  

 
(State your intention here...) 

and the joy to find in Saint Gianna who, as a model spouse 
and mother, after the example of Christ, gave up her life for 
the life of others.  

 

Say the Hail Mary... 
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