
Don Carlos, Prince of Asturias, son of King Philip II of Spain, was of a 
difficult and rebellious character. On the night of April 19, 1562, he was 
groping around in the dark after a night spent with some ladies when he 
fell down a flight of stairs and landed on his head. There he was found 
the next morning, unconscious and partially paralyzed. He later became 
blind, developed a high fever and his head swelled to an enormous size. 
In a moment of lucidity, he asked that he wanted to make a personal 
petition to St. Didacus. The saint's body was brought to his chambers. 
The prior of the convent placed one of Carlos' hands upon the chest of 
St. Didacus, whereupon the prince fell into a deep and peaceful sleep. 
Six hours later, he awoke and related that in a dream, he saw the saint 
telling him that he would not die.  
 
Prayer To Saint Didacus 
 
 

O Almighty and everlasting God,  
Who by Thy wonderful providence  
dost choose the weak things of the world  
to confound the strong:  
be pleased to grant unto us Thy humble servants,  
that through the kindly prayers of blessed Didacus, 
Thy Confessor,  
we may become worthy to be raised to eternal glory in Heaven.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son,  
Who liveth and reigneth with Thee  
in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God,  
world without end. 
 
Amen. 
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Saint Didacus (SAN DIEGO) of Alcalá  
 

Co-Patron of the Diocese of San Diego 
 
San Diego de Alcalá de Henares (St. Didacus) was born about 1400 at 
San Nicolas in Andalusia, of poor and God-fearing parents. He entered 
the Third Order of St. Francis when he had scarcely reached young 
manhood, and under the direction of a devout Tertiary priest, he 
served God for a long time as a hermit. Consumed with the desire for 
still greater perfection, he later entered the Franciscan convent at 
Arizafa in Castile, and was there admitted to solemn vows as a lay 
brother. 
 
His rapid progress in virtue made him a model to all his companions. 
His soul was continually occupied with God in prayer and meditation. 
From this source, he gathered such supernatural insight concerning 
God and the mysteries of Faith that learned theologians listened with 
astonishment to the inspiring conversations of this uneducated lay 
brother. 
 
Since Brother Diego manifested great zeal for souls and willingness for 
sacrifice, his superiors sent him with other brethren to the Canary  
Islands, which at that time were still inhabited by wild infidels. Diego 
was eager for martyrdom, and in this spirit bore with dauntless  
patience the many hardships that came his way. Both by word and  
example, he helped in converting many infidels. In 1445, he was  
appointed guardian of the chief friary on the islands at Fortaventura. 
 
Recalled to Spain, he went to Rome in 1450 at the command of the  
Observant Vicar General, St. John Capistran, to attend the great jubilee 
and the canonization ceremonies of St. Bernardine of Siena. On this 
occasion, an epidemic broke out among the many friars assembled in 
the large convent of Aracoeli. Diego attended the sick with great  
charity and trust in God. And God did not fail him. Despite the lack of 
supplies in the city at the time, Diego always had ample provisions for 
his patients. He miraculously restored many of them to health by  
 

merely making the Sign of the Cross over them. Leaving Rome, 
he returned to Spain, where, as in the former days, he was a 
source of great edification to the friars of every convent in 
which he lived. 
 
When he felt that the end of his life was drawing near, he 
asked for an old and worn-out habit, so that he might die in it 
as a true son of the poor St. Francis. He died on November 12, 
1463, at the Franciscan monastery in Alcalá, pressing a crucifix 
to his heart and repeating the words of the Good Friday 
chant: "Dulce lignum, dulce ferrum, dulce pondus sustinet”  
Precious the wood, precious the nails, precious the weight 
they bear.) 
 
Months passed before it was possible to bury Brother Diego, 
so great was the number of people who came to venerate his 
remains. Not only did his body remain incorrupt, but it diffused 
a pleasant odor. After it was laid to rest in the Franciscan 
church at Alcalá de Henares, astounding miracles continued to 
occur at his tomb. Pope Sixtus V, himself a Franciscan,  
canonized Brother Diego in 1588. 
 
San Diego is the special heavenly patron of the Franciscan  
friars who are brothers. According to the liturgical calendar, 
his feast day is celebrated on November 13. 
 
Prominent Miracles  
 
On a hunting trip, Henry IV of Castile fell from his horse and 
injured his arm. In intense pain and with his doctors unable to 
relieve his agony, he went to Alcalá and prayed to Didacus for 
a cure. The saint's body was removed from his casket and 
placed beside the king. Henry then kissed the body and placed 
the saint's hand on his injured arm. The king felt the pain  
disappear and his arm immediately regained its former 
strength. 
 
 
 


